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Mold Investigation Summary and Recommendations 

 

 

Environmental Management Solutions of New York (EMS) was retained to provide an independent check of 

airborne fungal concentrations in selected areas.  The areas were selected based on having been previously found 

to be in need of remediation (QUEST Report), or based on occupant complaints.  The initial assessment was 

performed on rooms 14, 5A, 214, 210, 217, and 114. The sampling performed involved the collection of air 

samples and analysis by the laboratory for the type and quantity of total fungal spores.  The testing method was 

similar to that used by QUEST so that it allowed for direct comparison of two independent sample sets. The 

results are summarized in the Preliminary Mold Sample Collection and Report dated November 4, 2014. The 

laboratory report indicates comparable counts and similar fungal types to outside air. 

 

EMSNY expanded the investigation to the rest of the building and performed additional inspections throughout 

accessible areas of the building on October 17, 18, 20, and 21. This included visual inspections, Indoor Air 

Quality measurements, Thermal Imaging for moisture detection, and use of a BoreScope on targeted wall cavities. 

Results of these findings are contained in the Carrie E Tompkins Elementary School Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) 

Study report dated November 4, 2014.  The report concluded “It is EMS of NY’s opinion that the Indoor Air 

Quality at the dates and times of the study was acceptable for building occupancy.”   

 

Based on the additional information garnered during the investigation, EMSNY performed highly sensitive and 

specific air sampling to address the antibody testing.  On October 15, 16, and 27, 2014, Mold Quantitative PCR 

was performed to identify specific molds in rooms 214, 14, 5A, 15, and 13. Results of this testing is contained in 

the report Carrie E Tompkins Elementary School PCR Fungi Study dated November 14, 2014.  The PCR tests did 

not show elevated target mold species in the air samples. 

 

On November 6, 2014 an area of ceiling efflorescence was identified to EMSNY and surface samples for mold 

and asbestos were collected. Results of these findings are contained in the report Carrie E Tompkins Elementary 

School 3
rd

 Grade Book Closet (Room 220) ceiling debris investigation: dated November 14, 2014. The 

efflorescence and the resulting debris were found to contain no asbestos.  No spores were detected on the ceiling 

and mold spores in the debris on the shelf were reported by the lab to be “indicative of normal conditions seen on 

surface outside”. 

 

On November 10, 2014 the investigation was further expanded to include PCR air sample collection in room 5B. 

Results are contained in the report Carrie E Tompkins Elementary School PCR Fungi Study dated November 14, 

2014. Results of this air sample set showed lower indoor fungal counts than outside. 

 

On November 10, 2014 EMSNY performed additional investigations based on an expanded list of “areas of 

interest”.  Minor spotting in rooms 8 (under a sink cabinet), 15 (behind rubber cove base moulding), and 

211(window sill) were identified and sampled.  The results are contained in the Carrie E Tompkins Elementary 

School Rooms 8, 15, and 211 Mold Sampling Report dated November 14, 2014.  The test results supported the 

visual inspection assessment of “probable minor fungal growth” and identified the presence of mold spores.  It is 

EMSNY’s opinion that the areas under the sink (room 8) and the window sill (room 211) are minor concerns and 

can be addressed by maintenance and housekeeping activities.  The spotting behind the cove base moulding in 
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room 15 is typically encountered when moisture is trapped by a vapor barrier.  Thermal imaging was performed in 

this area to assess moisture.  No active moisture infiltration was detected.  It is EMSNY’s opinion that the spotting 

is the result of previous moisture events and residual in nature.  We recommend the removal of the cove base 

moulding and spotted building material according to EPA and NYCDOH guidelines as a “Small Isolated Area” 

with further evaluation of that area during the remediation.   

 

Generally speaking, no evidence of abnormal airborne fungal levels were detected by our investigation.  We did 

identify some minor areas of surface fungal growth, but the presence of these conditions did not result in higher 

indoor concentrations at the time of air testing.  The minor conditions of surface spotting identified are easily 

remediated, and in EMSNY’s opinion, providing the areas are not disturbed, do not present an immediate hazard. 

Due to the lack of mold exposure standards, EMSNY suggests prudent avoidance and control in areas requiring 

remediation. 

 

 

If you have any questions please call. 
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Environmental Management Solutions of New York, Inc. 

Marco Pedone, DrPH, PE, CIH, CSP, CHMM, CET 
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